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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in responsive to communications: Amendment filed 27 Aug. 2007. 

2. Claims 1-7, 1 1-22 and 26-30 are pending in this case. Claims 1 , and 16, are 
independent claims. 

Applicant's Response 

3. In Applicant's Response dated 27 Aug. 2007, Applicant argued rejections of 
previous action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-7, 11-22 and 26-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Ferrel et al. (Patent No.: US 6,199,082 B1) (hereinafter 'Ferrel'). 

In regard to independent Claims 1 and 16, Ferrel disclose a computing system 
having an editing process operating thereon, the editing process: 

receiving a selection of a piece of content, the content including at least one item 
therein, each item specifying a pre-defined portion of the content (col. 18, line 62 - col. 
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19 line 15; Ferrel discloses a Project Editor, which contains a content browser dialog, 
that is used to select a desired content object.); 

receiving a selection of an edit form separate from the content, the edit form 
including at least one control therein, each control being available for receiving an item 
of the content and for specifying attributes relating to displaying the received item in a 
page that is to be served to a requester thereof (col. 5, lines 2-6; col. 8, lines 15-25; col. 
34, lines 33-67; Ferrel discloses within the multimedia publishing system, the content 
and the design information are stored as separate objects. Ferrel discloses a Page 
Editor, which is used for creating and editing detailed page layouts. The Page Editor 
contains tools for laying out controls on a page.); 

receiving a selection of a content-control statement separate from the content 
and the edit form, the content-control statement specifying for each of at least some 
items of the content a control from the edit form to be employed to display the item in 
the page and thereby binding the content to the edit form (col. 5, lines 2-6; col. 12, lines 
12-16; col. 23, lines 37-67; col. 34, lines 33-67; col. 35, lines 21-53; Ferrel discloses a 
style sheet editor that is used to create and edit style sheets. It has been established 
and it known in the art that style sheets typically contain content-control statements.); 

performing one of receiving a selection of a layout statement separate from the 
content, the edit form, and the content-control statement or allowing an editor to create 
the layout statement separate from the content, the edit form, and the content-control 
statement, the layout statement specifying each item of the content that is to appear in 
the page, including a layout order of such specified item within the page and any 
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attributes to be applied to such item (col. 5, lines 2-6; col. 8, lines 15-25; col. 34, lines 
33-67; col. 35, lines 21-53; Ferrel discloses within the multimedia publishing system, the 
content and the design information are stored as separate objects. Ferrel discloses a 
Page Editor, which is used for creating and editing detailed page layouts. The Page 
Editor contains tools for laying out controls on a page. Ferrel further discloses a style 
sheet editor that is used to create and edit style sheets, thus, creating layout 
statements.); 

facilitating the editor in editing the layout statement to edit how the content is to 
appear in the page thereof (col. 5, lines 2-6; col. 8, lines 15-25; col. 34, lines 33-67; 
Ferrel discloses within the multimedia publishing system, the content and the design 
information are stored as separate objects. Ferrel discloses a Page Editor, which is 
used for creating and editing detailed page layouts. The Page Editor contains tools for 
laying out controls on a page.); 

facilitating the editor in editing displaying of the content to produce edited content 
based on the received content, the received edit form, and the received content-control 
statement and not on the layout statement, the edited content including only those items 
of the content and only those controls of the edit form as specified by the content- 
control statement (col. 35, lines 21-53;. Ferrel discloses a style sheet editor that is used 
to create and edit style sheets.); 

outputting the edited layout statement and the edited content, wherein a 
transforming process is to produce the page based on the edited content, the edited 
layout statement, and a preselected rendering format (col. 8, lines 39-64; col. 10, lines 



Application/Control Number: 10/721 ,146 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2176 

3-20; col. 35, lines 21-53; Ferrel discloses composing how the multimedia publication 
system creates a publication by processing the content objects with the page layouts. 
Ferrel discloses a style sheet editor that is used to create and edit style sheets.); 

wherein the editing process outputs the edited content as an intermediate form 
of the content including the items of the content and the controls of the edit form that are 
referenced by the content-control (col. 26, lines 14-58; col. 27, lines 37-57; Ferrel 
discloses saving documents in a format which conforms to the multimedia publishing 
markup language such as SGML (Standard Generalized Markup Language). Ferrel 
also discloses a MPML file is a text file that conforms to SGML, which can easily be 
converted to other formats.); 

wherein the editing process receives the content without any indicia that binds 
such content to any particular edit form (col. 8, lines 15-29; Ferrel discloses the system 
keep tracks of the links between a piece of content and its associated layout, but does 
not format the content to a particular layout style. Thus, the content does not contain 
any indicia that binds such content to any particular edit form.); 

wherein the editing process receives the edit form without any indicia that binds 
such edit form to any particular (col. 8, lines 15-29; Ferrel discloses the system keep 
tracks of the links between a piece of content and its associated layout, but does not 
format the content to a particular layout style. Thus, the edit form does not contain any 
indicia that binds such edit form to any particular content.). 
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In regard to dependent Claims 2 and 17, Ferrel disclose the computing system 
of claim 1 wherein the editing process includes a user interface (ill) setting forth 
editable attributes of the edit form, a ill setting forth each item of content, a ill setting 
forth the content-control statement, a ill setting forth the layout statement, and a ill 
setting forth the page based on the content, the edit form, the content-control statement, 
and the layout statement (col. 33, lines 40-57; Ferrel discloses the publisher interacts 
with objects through a Ul (user interface) provided by the project editor.); 

In regard to dependent Claims 3 and 18, Ferrel disclose the computing system 
of claim 2 wherein the Ul for each of the piece of content represents same in a graphical 
form (col. 12, lines 17-31; col. 20, lines 34-50). 

In regard to dependent Claims 4 and 19, Ferrel disclose the computing system 
of claim 1 wherein the editing process receives each of the piece of content, the edit 
form, the content-control statement, and the layout statement in an computer-based 
markup language (col. 26, lines 14-58; col. 27, lines 37-57; Ferrel discloses saving 
documents in a format which conforms to the multimedia publishing markup language 
such as SGML (Standard Generalized Markup Language). Ferrel also discloses a 
MPML file is a text file that conforms to SGML, which can easily be converted to other 
formats.). 
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In regard to dependent Claims 5 and 20, Ferrel disclose the computer system 
of claim 1 wherein the editing process outputs the edited content in a neutral format not 
specific to any particular rendering format (col. 26, lines 14-58; col. 27, lines 37-57; 
Ferrel discloses saving documents in a format which conforms to the multimedia 
publishing markup language such as SGML (Standard Generalized Markup Language). 
It has been established and it well known in the art that SGML is a generic/neutral 
format that can easily be converted to other formats.). 

In regard to dependent Claims 6 and 21, Ferrel disclose the computing system 
of claim 1 wherein the editing process outputs the edited content as an intermediate 
form of the content based on at least the edit form, the content-control statement, and 
the layout statement (col. 26, lines 14-58; col. 27, lines 37-57; Ferrel discloses saving 
documents in a format which conforms to the multimedia publishing markup language 
such as SGML (Standard Generalized Markup Language). Ferrel also discloses a 
MPML file is a text file that conforms to SGML, which can easily be converted to other 
formats.). 

In regard to dependent Claims 7 and 22, Ferrel disclose the computing system 
of claim 1 wherein the editing process outputs the edited content as an intermediate 
form of the content without taking into consideration the layout statement (col. 8, lines 
15-29; col. 26, lines 14-58; col. 27, lines 37-57; Ferrel discloses saving documents in a 
format which conforms to the multimedia publishing markup language such as SGML 
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(Standard Generalized Markup Language). Ferrel also discloses a MPML file is a text 
file that conforms to SGML, which can easily be converted to other formats. Ferrel 
discloses the system keep tracks of the links between a piece of content and its 
associated layout, but does not format the content to a particular layout style. Thus, the 
edit form does not contain any indicia that binds such edit form to any particular 
content.). 

In regard to dependent Claims 11 and 26, Ferrel disclose the computing 
system of claim 1 wherein the editing process receives a selection of an edit form with a 
control that specifies at least one of a minimum and a maximum number of instances of 
the control that can appear in a page based on the edit form, and facilitates the editor to 
select however many instances of the control are desired for the page (col. 10, lines 1 2- 
15; col. 18, line 65 - col. 19, line 2; Ferrel discloses each page has at least one control, 
where each control delineates an area where some piece of content should be 
displayed. Thus, specifying at least one of a minimum and a maximum number of 
instances of the control that can appear in a page.). 

In regard to dependent Claims 12 and 27, Ferrel disclose the computing 
system of claim 1 wherein the editing process receives a selection of an edit form with a 
control that specifies a sequence attribute for an instance of the control that appears in 
a page based on the edit form, and facilitates the editor in editing the layout statement 
to specify a value for the sequence attribute to define a position of the instance of the 
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control within the page in relation to other instances of controls in the page (col. 29, 
lines 50-55; col. 39, lines 9-32; Ferrel discloses the designer can set properties of the 
controls to specify the order in which they will appear on the page. Ferrel also discloses 
each piece of content with a priority to specify the sort order.). 

In regard to dependent Claims 13 and 28, Ferrel disclose the computing 
system of claim 1 wherein the editing process receives a selection of an edit form with a 
control that specifies a custom attribute for an instance of the control that appears in a 
page based on the edit form, and facilitates the editor in editing the layout statement to 
specify a value for the custom attribute (col. 29, lines 50-55; col. 39, lines 9-32; col. 37, 
lines 8-45; Ferrel discloses the designer can set properties of the controls to specify the 
order in which they will appear on the page. Ferrel also discloses adding new control 
and associating the actions with new events, thus a custom attribute.). 

In regard to dependent Claims 14 and 29, Ferrel disclose the computing 
system of claim 1 wherein the editing process further: 

receives a selection of the edited content (col. 18, line 62 - col. 19 line 15; Ferrel 
discloses a Project Editor, which contains a content browser dialog, that is used to 
select a desired content object.); 

receives another selection of an edit form (col. 5, lines 2-6; col. 8, lines 15-25; 
col. 34, lines 33-67; Ferrel discloses within the multimedia publishing system, the 
content and the design information are stored as separate objects. Ferrel discloses a 
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Page Editor, which is used for creating and editing detailed page layouts. The Page 
Editor contains tools for laying out controls on a page.); 

receiving another selection of a content-control statement (col. 5, lines 2-6; col. 
12, lines 12-16; col. 23, lines 37-67; col. 34, lines 33-67; col. 35, lines 21-53; Ferrel 
discloses a style sheet editor that is used to create and edit style sheets. It has been 
established and it known in the art that style sheets typically contain content-control 
statements.); 

performing one of receiving another selection of a layout statement or allowing 
an editor to create another layout statement (col. 5, lines 2-6; col. 8, lines 15-25; col. 34, 
lines 33-67; col. 35, lines 21-53; Ferrel discloses within the multimedia publishing 
system, the content and the design information are stored as separate objects. Ferrel 
discloses a Page Editor, which is used for creating and editing detailed page layouts. 
The Page Editor contains tools for laying out controls on a page. Ferrel further discloses 
a style sheet editor that is used to create and edit style sheets, thus, creating layout 
statements.); 

facilitating the editor in editing the another layout statement (col. 5, lines 2-6; col. 
8, lines 15-25; col. 34, lines 33-67; Ferrel discloses within the multimedia publishing 
system, the content and the design information are stored as separate objects. Ferrel 
discloses a Page Editor, which is used for creating and editing detailed page layouts. 
The Page Editor contains tools for laying out controls on a page.); 

outputting the edited another layout statement and further edited content (col. 10, 
lines 3-20; col. 35, lines 21-53; Ferrel discloses composing how the multimedia 
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publication system creates a publication by processing the content objects with the 
page layouts. Ferrel discloses a style sheet editor that is used to create and edit style 
sheets.); 

In regard to dependent Claims 15 and 30, Ferrel disclose the computing 
system of claim 1 wherein the editing process: 

receives a selection of a plurality of pieces of content, each piece of content 
including at least one item therein (col. 18, line 62 - col. 19 line 15; Ferrel discloses a 
Project Editor, which contains a content browser dialog, that is used to select a desired 
content object.); 

receiving a selection of an edit form, the edit form including at least one control 
therein, each control being available for receiving an item of one of the pieces of content 
(col. 5, lines 2-6; col. 8, lines 15-25; col. 34, lines 33-67; Ferrel discloses within the 
multimedia publishing system, the content and the design information are stored as 
separate objects. Ferrel discloses a Page Editor, which is used for creating and editing 
detailed page layouts. The Page Editor contains tools for laying out controls on a 
page.); 

receiving a selection of a content-control statement corresponding to each 
selected piece of content, each content-control statement specifying for each of at least 
some items of the corresponding piece of content a control from the edit form to be 
employed to display the item in the page and thereby binding the corresponding piece 
of content to the edit form (col. 5, lines 2-6; col. 12, lines 12-16; col. 23, lines 37-67; col. 
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34, lines 33-67; col. 35, lines 21-53; col. 26, lines 14-21; Ferrel discloses a style sheet 
editor that is used to create and edit style sheets. It has been established and it known 
in the art that style sheets typically contain content-control statements. Ferrel further 
discloses the content and design are brought together (binding) by the controls.); 

performing one of receiving a selection of a layout statement or allowing an editor 
to create the layout statement, the layout statement specifying each item of each piece 
of content that is to appear in the page, including a layout order of such specified item 
within the page and any attributes to be applied to such item (col. 5, lines 2-6; col. 8, 
lines 15-25; col. 34, lines 33-67; col. 35, lines 21-53; Ferrel discloses within the 
multimedia publishing system, the content and the design information are stored as 
separate objects. Ferrel discloses a Page Editor, which is used for creating and editing 
detailed page layouts. The Page Editor contains tools for laying out controls on a page. 
Ferrel further discloses a style sheet editor that is used to create and edit style sheets, 
thus, creating layout statements.); 

facilitating the editor in editing the layout statement to edit how each piece of the 
content is to appear in the page (col. 5, lines 2-6; col. 8, lines 15-25; col. 34, lines 33-67; 
Ferrel discloses within the multimedia publishing system, the content and the design 
information are stored as separate objects. Ferrel discloses a Page Editor, which is 
used for creating and editing detailed page layouts. The Page Editor contains tools for 
laying out controls on a page.); 

outputting the edited layout statement and a piece of edited content, the edited 
content being an intermediate form of each piece of content based on at least the edit 
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form and each corresponding content-control statement, (col. 8, lines 39-64; col. 10, 
lines 3-20; col. 35, lines 21-53; Ferrel discloses composing how the multimedia 
publication system creates a publication by processing the content objects with the 
page layouts. Ferrel discloses a style sheet editor that is used to create and edit style 
sheets.). 

6. It is noted that any citations to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the 
prior art references and any interpretation of the reference should not be considered to 
be limiting in any way. A reference is relevant for all it contains and may be relied upon 
for all that it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. 
See, MPEP 2123. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 27 Aug. 2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues there is no discussion in Ferrell regarding "an editing process" 
that receives "a selection of a content-control statement tying the selected content to the 
selected edit form by specifying the selected edit form and including for each item of the 
selected content the type of one of the controls of the selected edit form such that the 
item is to be displayed in the page according to the corresponding type of control, " as 
recited in independent claims 1 and 15. Applicant also argues the Examiner has 



Application/Control Number: 10/721,146 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2176 

acknowledged that the "style sheets, " described in Ferrel, do not disclose a "content- 
control statement" by asserting, in the rejection of independent claims 1 and 16, that "it 
has been established and is known in the art that style sheets typically contain content- 
control statements. " 

The Examiner disagrees. 

The Examiner's assertion that "it has been established and is known in the art 
that style sheets typically contain content-control statements" is not an admittance that 
Ferrel does not teach content-control statements. Even if the Examiner was to admitted, 
which Examiner does not, that such teachings does not exist in Ferrel, in relations to 
style sheets, Ferrel further disclose evidence of teachings content-control statements as 
described below. 

Ferrel discloses content is separated from design in the Multimedia Publishing 
System (MPS). The MPS uses SGML (Standard Generalized Markup Language) to 
define the scheme for creating/editing structured documents that brings together the 
content and design. SGML is a standard for defining a markup language, a set of tags 
and attributes used to identify the structure of a document called a DTD (document 
Type Descriptor). Ferrel disclose a Document Editor that saves documents in a format 
that conforms to MPS DTD, Multimedia Publishing markup Language (MPML). The 
author uses a Document Editor to create the document based on a MPS template, 
which provides a set of predetermined styles/attributes. Ferrel also discloses the 
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Document Editor makes it easy for authors to logically identify elements that make up a 
story wherein the Document Editors apply styles/attributes through an automatic 
process. The specification of the claimed invention discloses the edit form controls and 
the behavior of the controls are defined in XML data, or the like (0026). At the time of 
the invention, it had been established and was well known in the art that XML was 
derived from SGML. Therefore Ferrers SGML (edit form) document for that brings 
together the content and design, would typically contain content-control statements, as 
described in the claimed invention. 



Conclusion 



8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James J. Debrow whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5768. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached on 571-272-4137. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JAMES DEBROW 
EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 2176 
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